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Meeting Schedule  
 

In 2011, LAADSV meets at 7:30 a.m. at 
Holland Police Department, 89 W. 8th 
Street in Holland on the third Tuesday of 
every other month:  
  

January 18 
March 15 
May 17 

 

Newsletter Submissions 
Submit articles, agency news, upcoming 
events, and campus awareness activities 
to the LAADSV E-Newsletter to share 
with the community. 
Email: LesleyC@aplaceforwomen.org 

�

Mission Statement 
 

To prevent and reduce the  incidence 
of domestic and sexual violence.  To 
promote safety for victims and fami-
lies and to hold abusers and perpe-
trators accountable. 
 

This will be accomplished through 
coordinated community response, 
program development, community 
education, and collaborative activi-
ties. 
 

These efforts are to be monitored 
through continual communication, 
research, and evaluation. 

 

Join LAADSV 
 

Any individual or agency may join 
LAADSV.  Members benefit from training, 
agency collaboration, and domestic and 
sexual violence information. Annual 
membership  dues are $40.  For more 
information on becoming a member or 
attending our trainings please contact Jo 
Ann Wassenaar at wassenaj@gvsu.edu 
or 616-331-2748. Membership applica-
tions are available online at 
www.laadsv.org. 

Honoring Those Who Prevent  
Domestic and Sexual Violence  

 
The 9th Annual Together We Can Appreciation Dinner 
was held October 26, 2010 at Christ Memorial Church. 
The evening's featured speaker Dan Seaborn of Win-
ning At Home spoke personally and inspired the audi-
ence to continue to promote safety and prevent family 
violence. The Lakeshore Alliance Against Domestic 

and Sexual Violence (LAADSV) and the Allegan County Coordinating 
Council on Domestic Violence (ACCCDV) hosted the event. 
 
Joan Grillo accepted the Outstanding Agency Professional award for 
Ottawa County. Grillo was nominated by Shyra Williams, Clinical Coor-
dinator at the Children’s Advocacy Center for her dedication and court 
advocacy to victims of violence. Grillo serves as the Victim’s Rights Co-
ordinator in Ottawa County, created the first Crime Victim Unit in Mus-
kegon County, volunteers in countless ways in the community, and has 
served on various state level victim’s rights forums and committees. 
 
Det. Kerri Cannata was nominated by Lt. Mark Bennett of the Ottawa 
County Sheriff’s Office for the Outstanding Law Enforcement award in 
Ottawa County. Cannata was applauded for her work with the Internet 
Crimes Against Children Task Force (ICAC), working with the Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center on child sexual abuse cases, and being an in-
strumental part of homicide investigations in domestic violence cases. 

 
(Continued on page 2) 

July 19  
September 20 
November 15 

Pictured left to right: Joan Grillo, Victim’s Rights Coordinator at the Ottawa 
County Prosecutor’s Office; Detective Kerri Cannata of the Ottawa County 
Sheriff’s Office; Byron Salguero, Domestic Violence Specialist for Ottagon 
Addictions Recovery (OAR); Becky Vargo, news editor of the Grand Haven 
Tribune; and Douglas City Council member Martha Hoexter accepting on be-
half of Chief Kenneth Giles of the Saugatuck/Douglas Police Department. 



   Charisse Mitchell, Executive 
Director of Center for Women in 
Transition, and Allegan Circuit 
Court Judge Marge Bakker  

    Shelly Lorbeck-Lacy, Executive 
Director of Sylvia’s Place 

  Lesley Coghill and Teens Preventing Dating 
Violence (TPDV) students Jessica Coleman, 
Clarissa Torres, and Abimael Bramasco R. 

      Shyra Williams, Clinical  
Coordinator at the Children’s  
Advocacy Center 

 

 
 
 

Byron Salguero received the Outstanding Agency 
Professional award for Allegan County. Salguero 
was nominated by Val Lyle of Sylvia’s Place in Alle-
gan along with members of ACCCDV for his dedica-
tion to taking a stand against domestic violence. 
Salguero provides individual and group services to 
perpetrators of domestic violence at Ottagon Addic-
tions Recovery (OAR) in Allegan and Ottawa Coun-
ties. He previously provided batterer treatment ser-
vices at Child and Family Services of Western Michi-
gan (which is now Pathways, MI in Holland).  
 

Becky Vargo is the news editor of the Grand Haven 
Tribune and received the Mari Martin Award for fear-
lessly giving a voice to survivors of abuse in West 
Michigan by assigning her writers stories on issues 
of abuse, prevention, and available services. The 
Grand Haven Tribune has done several interviews 
with clients at Center for Women in Transition and 
other agencies, always treating the women with re-
spect and confidentiality. Accurate and credible re-
porting has provided crisis line numbers and impor-
tant service information to the community. Vargo 
thanked Kyle Moroney, one of her staff writers for 
her sensitive interviewing and reporting with survi-
vors.  
 

Chief Kenneth Giles  was honored with the Out-
standing Law Enforcement award for Allegan 
County. Judge William A. Baillargeon of the 57th 
District Court in Allegan nominated Chief Giles for 
making domestic violence training a priority for his 
officers. Giles participates in educating the commu-
nity about domestic violence and helps victims to 
know what community resources are available. 
Douglas City Council member Martha Hoexter ac-
cepted the award on behalf of Chief Giles.  
 

Hope College Upward Bound students from Teens 
Preventing Dating Violence shared about their com-
munity prevention activities. Together we can and 
we will prevent domestic and sexual violence in our 
communities. 

 

      Keynote speaker, Dan Seaborn, 
of  Winning At Home Inc. 

 Judge William Baillargeon, 
Martha Hoexter, and Val Lyle 
of Allegan County 



 

 
Reach for the Stars and  

Making a Difference  
Speaker Announced 

 
The annual Center for Women in Transition spring fund-
raising events will feature speaker, author and educator 
Jackson Katz. He wrote Macho Paradox and is recog-
nized for his groundbreaking work in gender violence 
prevention with youth, sports and the military.  
 
According to Jane Patterson, board member and one of 
the organizers of the events, “We have an engaging 
and entertaining speaker. His international reputation 
and success in training NASCAR, major league teams 
and teens brought him to our attention. This past No-
vember he spoke to all the Zeeland High School stu-
dents about bullying and held a day for community 
members and professionals at Grand Valley in Allen-
dale. We are eager to have him return to help us raise 
funds for our work.” He is available to speak to schools 
and community groups with arrangements made ahead 
of time. 
 
Tickets for the events will be available for sale February 
1 at www.aplaceforwomen.org. Sponsorships for both 
events are available with premiere reserved seating. 
Reach for the Stars  will be April 13 at 5:30 at Midtown  

Michigan Alliance 
Against Hate Crimes  
Honors Community 

Champions  
 
Congratulations to the Hu-
man Relations Commis-
sion's Multicultural Net-
work, along with the Lake-
shore Ethnic Diversity Alli-
ance and The Alliance for 
Cultural and Ethnic Har-
mony who comprise the 

"Holland [Hate Crimes] Community Response Sys-
tem" for receiving the MIAAHC Champions Award 
from the Michigan Alliance Against Hate Crimes. The 
Holland [Hate Crimes] Community Response System 
received this award in September at the “MI Re-
sponse to Hate” conference in Lansing for establish-
ing a local response network to prevent and counter 
hate crimes and bias incidents. Their efforts help to 
make Holland a better place to live, work, and visit.  
Thank you for your continued work and congratula-
tions.   

 

 

Strike Out  
Domestic & Sexual Violence  
Bowling Tournament 
 
Sunday, March 27, 2011 
5:00-8:30 PM 
Century Lanes  
478 East 16th Street 
Holland, MI 

 
$50 Tournament Registration Fee  
Register your team today! 
 
To register call 616-494-1741 or email 
Lesleyc@aplaceforwomen.org  

 

West Michigan Welcomes 
Jackson Katz 

Jackson Katz, Jane Patterson, and Charisse Mitchell, 
Executive Director of Center for Women in Transition. 

Center, 96 West 15th Street, Holland. Making a Dif-
ference  will be a noon luncheon April 14 at Cove-
nant Life Church in Grand Haven. Katz will be avail-
able to sign books and greet guests. For more infor-
mation contact Betty Jo Ferry, Betty-
jof@aplaceforwomen.org or 616.494.1744. 
 
“Our guests will enjoy this dynamic presenter. We 
will be celebrating our thirty years of work as well as 
opportunities to elevate a community discussion in 
the future,” states Charisse Mitchell. “These two 
events have become an important source of funding 
for our agency. These fund raising events are a 
catalyst for men and women to come together re-
garding the reduction of violence in society.” 



 
WGVU Public Television will address the topic of domestic violence through a powerful documentary 
and panel discussion, featuring experts from local organizations and hosted by WGVU’s Shelley Irwin. 
Hosted by actress and advocate, Mariska Hargitay, “Telling Amy's Story” follows the timeline of a do-
mestic violence homicide that occurred in central Pennsylvania on November 8, 2001. 
 
The victim’s parents, co-workers, law enforcement officers, and court personnel share their perspectives 
on what happened to Amy in the weeks, months, and years leading up to her death. 
 
While we will never be able to change the ending to Amy’s story, we hope that its telling can change out-
comes for the millions of victims, survivors, and loved ones affected by domestic violence everyday. 
The premier broadcast will air Wednesday, January 26 at 7:30pm on WGVU-2 (Create Channel) and 
repeat on Sunday, January 30 at 2pm on WGVU-HD (main channel). Charisse Mitchell, Executive Direc-
tor of Center for Women in Transition will be a participant on the panel discussion after the broadcast 
with other professionals.  
 
Information about “Telling Amy’s Story” is available at www.telling.psu.edu.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January is National Stalking Awareness Month.  How 
much do you know about stalking? Click on this link 
to take the stalking quiz.   
 

http://www.stalkingawarenessmonth.org/  
 
You can help promote the month by raising aware-
ness among your peers. Post some of the suggested 
messages to your social networking site update, your 
Instant Message (IM), or as a tweet. Also check out 
the variety of posters, buttons, and magnets.  
 
Stalking is defined as a willful course of conduct di-
rected at a specific person that would cause a rea-
sonable person to feel fear. Stalking is serious, often 
violent, and can escalate over time. 
 
Stalking behaviors may include threats, following, 
destroying property, monitoring calls or whereabouts, 
or other behaviors that are controlling or cause fear. 
 
3 in 4 stalking victims are stalked by someone they 
know. 
 
30% of stalking victims are stalked by a current or 
former intimate partner.   
 
10% of stalking victims are stalked by a stranger. 

 
 
Katrina Baum et al., (2009). “Stalking Victimization in the United 
States,” (Washington, DC:BJS, 2009). 

New Dating Violence  
Prevention Posters  

 
 
DELTA Project has dating 
violence prevention posters 
available for local educators, 
churches, and groups working with teens.  Re-
quest one for your classroom or meeting space 
today through the DELTA coordinator or order 
more online: http://www.datesafeproject.org/  
 
Last spring, students participating in our Teens 
Preventing Dating Violence (TPDV) group 
through Hope College Upward Bound submit-
ted ideas for building healthy teen relationships 
to The Date Safe Project for the development 
of a new dating violence poster series. West 
Ottawa High School seniors and twin sisters, 
Izamar and Mariza Mandujano had their ideas 
selected for two of the five new posters. Read 
the full press release: 
http://www.hope.edu/pr/pressreleases/content/
view/full/28959  
 
“Help! My Teen is Dating” Video for Parents 
 
The DELTA Project has purchased a new DVD 
called “Help! My Teen is Dating” from The Date 
Safe Project to share with parent groups. Mike 
Domitrz, Executive Director of The Date Safe 
Project, has on numerous occasions presented 
his Can I Kiss You? program which addresses 
consent and respect at Hope College and 
Grand Valley State University. His new DVD 
helps parents talk to their teens about healthy 
dating relationships. To request a video pres-
entation contact Lesley Coghill, LMSW (DELTA 
Project Coordinator) at 616-494-1741 or send 
email to: LesleyC@aplaceforwomen.org. 

Watch Amy’s Story of Domestic Violence 
Jan 26 & 30, 2011 



 

 
2011 Teen Living Calendar 

�
Educators and parents are excited about 
this new resource for teens! Share it with 
your students, family, church or group.   
 
LAADSV and the DELTA Project developed 
this 2011 healthy teen living calendar in 
partnership with Pathways MI, Children's 
Advocacy Center, OSAP (Ottawa Sub-
stance Abuse Prevention Coalition), Ottawa 
SCAN (Stop 
Child Abuse and 
Neglect) Coun-
cil, and Center 
for Women in 
T r a n s i t i o n . 
Thank you to 
SLIC (Student 
Leaders Initiat-
ing Change) and TPDV (Teens Preventing 
Dating Violence) for contributing photos and 
ideas. 
 
Health teachers in West Michigan are al-
ready sharing this great resource with their 
students as a daily “thought of the day” and 
creating bulletin boards with this informa-
tion. Please see the DELTA Project home-
page to print off your copy or share it with a 
friend.  
 
 

http://delta.aplaceforwomen.org/  
 
 

 

 
Good news from the Grand Valley State University Women’s 
Center!  The Center recently received notice that they were 
approved for a $275,000 VAWA Grant that will be allocated 
over the next three years.  The focus of this grant will be to 
transform the GVSU campus culture by developing and 
strengthening educational outreach, prevention efforts, and 
resources for reporting crimes of dating/domestic violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking. 
 
GVSU, like all college and university campuses, is aware of 
the presence of dating/domestic violence, sexual assault and 
stalking. Our campus statistics (GVSU ALERT Labs annual 
anonymous random sample) parallels that of national statistics 
in terms of sexual assault.  Where 1 in 5 female students and 
1 in 15 male students have experienced sexual assault at 
some point in their lifetime by the time they took the survey. 
 
The Center will create significantly more effective education 
and prevention programs around the above issues while also 
building more awareness and support for students to encour-
age them to report. Educational materials will be developed 
and disseminated across the campuses. This program will en-
sure that all incoming first year students will received educa-
tion, prevention and reporting information. 
 
The GVSU Women’s Center is looking forward to partnering 
with our numerous on-campus and off-campus partners like 
the YWCA, Center for Women in Transition/DELTA and area 
law enforcement. This will include specialized training from 
nationally recognized speakers for the theater program and 
campus police training, and local experts for training with 
counseling center staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Look for Lakeshore Alliance Against Do-
mestic & Sexual Violence on facebook. 
Get updates, training announcements, 

great articles and information. Also check out the 
DELTA Project (D.V. Prevention) and Teens Prevent-
ing Dating Violence facebook pages. 

February is National Teen 
Dating Violence Awareness 

and Prevention Month  


